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Worship and Sunday School
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
New Year’s Greetings to You!
I hope that all of you are enjoying this Christmas
season, even amidst the limitations of COVID on our
lives. I also hope it has been a time of reflection and
renewal in the faith. On the heels of Christmas, with its
timeless reminder of God’s love for us, comes the arrival
of a New Year, with its opportunity for new beginnings
and its promise of hope! As we all review the year that
has passed, we should try to make our plans and
resolutions for personal growth for the year ahead.
For our Vincent United Methodist Church, 2020
was a trying but successful year! In the face of the
coronavirus and by the Holy Spirit, we were able to
move our services online when the church was closed
down. When we reopened, we met successfully both inperson and online. Now we are back to meeting online
from the Sanctuary. With those transitions and through
the efforts of many, we have been able to remain
connected in Christ as a congregation of faithful
disciples.
Despite the pandemic, we made progress on
several of our 2020 Church Goals. The Church Council
will meet on January 21 on Zoom to discuss and draft
goals for 2021. If you have any thoughts or ideas on
how to enhance our ministry together both inside and
beyond our church, please let me know or any Council
member.
Our groups and committees all learned this year
how to meet by video conference. Our accolades to the
Outreach Team for leading us in continuing our Care
Pantry ministry, CROP Hunger Walk, White Gifts,
Mitten Tree, Tanzania mission efforts, and more. Our
thanks go to the Sunday School team for keeping our
children and families connected and encouraged and
learning in these unusual times. Our appreciation to the
Music Team for their weekly inspiration in worship in a
variety of forms. Our gratitude to all those teams and
committees that have helped us learn and grow and
serve. Our gratefulness to our Technology Team for
learning how to keep us connected for worship and to
our Marketing Team for reaching out to the larger

community through amping up our Facebook page and
advertising through our GNJ Grant – we’ve increased
our followers on Facebook from 230 to 447! And kudos
to all those who gave so much time and contributions
and love toward the Lord’s work here through Vincent
Church. Well done!
As we begin this new year, may God bless and
guide us as we seek to grow in our depth of spirit, our
scope of ministry, and our outreach in mission for our
Lord Jesus Christ!
Happy Holidays!
Rev. Dave
January Worship Schedule
January 3 – Epiphany Sunday
GNJ Praise Team
Sermon by Bishop John Schol
“Your Epiphany”
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper
January 10 – First Sunday after Epiphany
GNJ Praise Team
Sermon by Bishop John Schol
“You Are the Epiphany”
January 17 – Second Sunday after Epiphany
Human Relations Day
Special Music
Sermon by Rev. LeDuc
“Courage to Be Vulnerable”
January 24 – Third Sunday after Epiphany
Dedication of Church Leaders
Special Music
Sermon by Rev. LeDuc
“Courage to Be Gracious”
January 31 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Special Music
Sermon by Win Shin
“Courage to Be Last”

Advent/Christmas Joys
Amidst this difficult year, many of you made it a point to
put Jesus at the heart of Christmas. Praise be to our
newborn King! Some thoughts...
• While the Living Nativity had to be cancelled, we
produced a socially safe version! It can be viewed
on our Facebook page.
• Ten folks shared holiday music and joy to our
homebound by Christmas Caroling by phone!
• We had to re-imagine our White Gift program and
contributed funds for 80 Shop-Rite gift cards for
some special friends in need, which were greatly
appreciated!
• We collected more than a Christmas tree full of hats
and gloves and scarves and mittens for folks served
by CUMAC and our Care Pantry!
• Many folks enjoyed the Family Christmas Eve
Service on Zoom with the premiere of the 2020
Living Nativity video!
• Many joined the Candlelight Christmas Eve Service,
being inspired by the music and filled with the light
and love of Christ!
May the light we receive from the babe of Bethlehem
brighten not only out holiday, but every day...and not
only our world, but all of God’s world!
Pastor Renewal Break
Our Bishop John Schol has recommended to all GNJ
churches and the Church Council has approved a twoweek Renewal Break for Rev. LeDuc after
Christmas. Bishop Schol has commended our pastors
for reworking everything they have known about
ministry to continue bringing light and hope to our
congregations and communities. Such has been true for
our pastor as well. So Rev. LeDuc will be on a break
from December 28 through January 10. To facilitate
this, Bishop Schol and GNJ have prepared two Epiphany
Services that we will share on January 3 and January
10. The Bishop will also lead small groups that
week. More details below on both of these. Let us wrap
Rev. Dave in prayer for a time of refreshment and
renewal as he continues to serve the Lord through our
Vincent Church.
What Is Epiphany?
Are you acquainted with the word epiphany? It is
derived from the Greek word epiphaneia and means “an
appearance.” Centuries ago the Church set aside January
6, the twelfth day after Christmas (hence the 12 days of
Christmas!), and called that day Epiphany, to refer to the
revealing of Jesus to the Wise Men who were Gentiles.
The very first followers of Jesus were Jewish. The story
of the revelation of Christ to the Wise Men, who were
non-Jewish, is a reminder that God meant for Christ to
be the Savior of the whole world. Have a Merry
Epiphany!

“God’s Epiphany In Your Life and in the World”
Bishop John Schol of Greater New Jersey Conference
will offer two engaging sermons on January 3 and
10. Week 1 – Your Epiphany. God is speaking to you
and wants you to know the purpose and meaning God
has for your life. God speaks to you as you turn outward
through observing, quieting and curiosity. People will
find themselves in the worship through scripture, story
and sacrament. The sacrament of Holy Communion will
be celebrated and worshipers are invited to bring bread
and juice or water as they participate in the
worship. Week 2 – You Are the Epiphany. God speaks
through you to others. God wants you to be the voice of
God through your conversations and actions. God is able
to speak through us as we say ‘Yay God, yes God and
yahoo'. Worshipers will understand just how important
they are to God and the world. The baptism of Jesus and
our baptism are strong themes in the worship.
Notes on Sunday, January 3
Sunday, January 3 is Epiphany Sunday, when we mark
the arrival of the wise men at the manger of the Christ
child. The church building will be closed for worship,
but the service will be a recorded broadcast on the
church Facebook page and will be available for Call
In. The GNJ worship team will lead the service and our
Bishop John Schol will give the sermon “Your
Epiphany” and lead the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper. Join us as we begin a new year learning how
God is speaking to us!
Notes on Sunday, January 10
January 10 is the First Sunday after Epiphany. The
church building will be closed for worship, but the
service will be a recorded broadcast on the church
Facebook page and will be available for Call In. The
GNJ worship team will lead the service and our Bishop
John Schol will give the sermon “You Are the
Epiphany.” Join us as we begin a new year learning how
God wants to speak through us to others!
Pastoral Coverage
While Rev. LeDuc is on Renewal Break through January
10. In case of a pastoral emergency, the pastors at Grace
Church (973-235-1177) will be available: Rev. Pam
Bakal - 973-235-0365 and Rev. Audrey Hasselbrook 973-667-2683. We pray for a refreshing time apart for
Rev. LeDuc.
Dedication of Church Leaders – January 24
As we begin a new year, we will take an opportunity to
dedicate our leadership team for the year ahead. Such
we will do on Sunday, January 24 during the morning
service. We ask that all new and continuing church
leaders try to be in attendance that morning on Facebook
for the dedication.

“God’s Epiphany” Small Groups
Bishop John Schol will lead small groups on the “God’s
Epiphany” sermon series. January 6, 9:00 a.m. and
6:30 p.m. – Going deeper with the text and theme for
Your Epiphany, I will lead participants as they go into
small group breakout sessions for further conversation
and prayer with one another. The Zoom link for the
January 6 small group session is here. Meeting ID: 931
9437 6519 | Password: 415290 | One tap mobile
+13017158592,,93194376519#. January 13, 9:00 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m. – Going deeper with the text and theme
You Are the Epiphany, I will lead participants as they go
into small group breakout sessions for further
conversation and prayer with one another. The Zoom
link for the January 13 small group session is
here. Meeting ID: 931 9437 6519 | Password: 415290 |
One tap mobile +13017158592,,93194376519#.
“Courageous!” Worship and Sermon Series
Our world often tells us that being courageous is about
strength, bravery, and heroic acts. This worship and
sermon series for the new year (starting January 17) will
explore what courage looks like in the New Testament
and expand our understanding of courage. Together, we
will learn how courage can help us raise other people up,
transform our communities, and face new and
challenging situations.
Vincent Church Has Returned to Virtual Worship
Due to the dangerous surge of coronavirus cases in our
area, we have closed the church for in-person
worship. Except for the GNJ services on January 3 and
10, we are broadcasting the worship services live from
the church sanctuary for viewing on Facebook Live and
for Call In. Our church’s goal is to spread the Good
News of Jesus Christ and NOT the coronavirus. Please
plan to join us online or by phone, and invite your
friends, on Sundays at 10 a.m.
Worship with Us on Facebook Live!
On Sundays at 10 a. m. (9:50 for prelude music), we
invite you to go to the church’s Facebook page on a
computer, tablet, or smart phone by clicking this link:
Vincent UMC Facebook Live Tab (or for our main page:
Vincent UMC Facebook Page). You do not need a
Facebook account to watch the service (you may need to
click “Not Now” on the invitation to join
Facebook). Click on the service to enlarge it and you
should be good!
2021 Calendars Are In!
The VUMC Church Wall Calendars are here. They are
lovely calendars with monthly nature photos and
scripture verses. They are a gift to all of us from S.W.
Brown & Son Funeral Home. They can be picked up by
contacting the Church Office by email or phone.

Call In to HEAR the Worship Service!!
Those unable to be online for Sunday worship can call in
to worship with us by phone. To do so: call phone
number 1-929-205-6099 (touch the green “dial” button if
you haven’t), enter this Meeting ID: 886-1883-8523,
touch #, then enter Participant Code 100, press # again,
then enter Password 100, press # again and you’re
in! So call in by phone on Sunday mornings at 9:50 a.m.
to join our Vincent Church family for worship at 10:00!
Human Relations Day – January 17
January 17 will be Human Relations Day when we seek
to grow in our understanding and respect of each other
as we share this planet Earth. The service will touch on
this theme and we will receive a special offering for
related United Methodist missions.
In Appreciation
Rev. Dave and Karen and their family wish to sincerely
thank all of you for your thoughtful cards and gifts. He
said, “We can’t express enough how delighted we are to
be here with you and how much we cherish your
friendship and your love. We pray that our relationship
together deepens with time, and that the New Year will
hold for us all a time of peace, love, and growing faith in
Jesus Christ!”
Poinsettias for Pick Up
Poinsettias are available for pick up by contacting the
Church Office. Thank you to all who participated!
Offering Envelopes Available
The boxes of Offering Envelopes are available for those
who use them. They can be picked up by contacting the
Church Office by email or phone. There are instructions
inside each box. If you have any further questions,
contact Rich Baumann at (973) 667-4665.
Changes in Leadership
With the beginning of each new year, our church goes
through some leadership changes. Eryn Brogan is the
new Church Council Secretary, Judy Concepcion is the
new Staff-Parish Relations Committee Chair, Beck
Olivo is the new Outreach Committee Chair, and Lou
Clarke and Tom Testa are new members of the Board of
Trustees. Please express your appreciation to those who
have served and to those taking on the responsibility of
serving Christ in leadership through our church.
Pastoral Concerns
Since it is hard for Rev. Dave to keep up with a church
family of nearly 400 children, youth, and adults, he is
grateful to those who keep him informed of the pastoral
concerns of the church that he may not be aware of. If
you or someone you know needs a pastoral call, let him
know.

Good News: GNJ Grant Approved!
Our church applied to our Greater New Jersey
Conference for a COVID-19 Grant to help fund the
mission work of our Care Pantry. We received word
that it has been approved! The $5000 grant will be used
to help us stock our shelves and help our struggling
neighbors in the face of a 50% increase in need. In
doing so, we seek to share the love and Good News of
Jesus Christ. Let us pray that this has a great impact for
our mission on Jesus’ name!
Pause for Prayer
There is a movement inviting people to “Pause for
Prayer” at 7:00 p.m. each evening for all those being
affected by the coronavirus pandemic – locally,
nationally, and globally. Perhaps set a phone alarm and
pause for a moment of prayer. There is power in unified
prayer and a sense of connection in the body of Christ as
hearts are lifted to God for grace and healing.
Sunday School
Sunday School will not likely begin now until
Spring. Sunday School Superintendent Michael
Blanchard is sending out weekly Bible activities for the
children and families. They are also meeting
occasionally by video conference. If you are not on his
email list and would like to be included, contact him at
mblancha23@gmail.com and he will gladly add you!
“Reflection” Group Online
The “Reflection” Small group is now meeting after
church every week by video conference. The purpose is
1.) to reflect on the sermon and how to live out the
message, and 2.) to be in fellowship with and pray for
one another. The meeting is led by Win Shin on
Sundays from 11:45-12:45 on Zoom. To join, use Zoom
meeting ID 702 057 072 or the link
https://zoom.us/j/702057072 . All are welcome.
Monthly Mission Contributions for January
“Monthly Mission” contributions for January will
support the ministry work of Jeremiah Ibrahim in
Tanzania. Our Tanzania Mission Team first met
Jeremiah when we visited there in 2013. We helped
fund his education, celebrated his ordination as a pastor,
and commend him for his appointment now as the pastor
of Bethel UMC in Dar es Salaam. He is also working to
develop a vibrant youth ministry and has already had
considerable success. Additionally, he has gotten
married and he and his wife have welcomed their first
child. Our “Monthly Mission Offering” contributions
for January (designate “Jeremiah” on any envelope) or at
Vincent Church Online Giving using the Monthly
Mission line will be used to support Jeremiah and his
ministry as he works to reach out and impact the lives of
Tanzanians with the Good News of Jesus Christ.

“2 Corinthians: Serving from the Heart” Study
“2 Corinthians: Serving from the Heart” will be the
resource used for a Monday morning study group from
9:30 - 11 on Zoom starting January 11. In “2
Corinthians: Serving from the Heart,” Paul calls us to
align our hearts and lives with the way of the Savior and
offer authentic love, amazing grace, extravagant
generosity, and humble service. The books for the study
can be obtained by contacting Becky Olivo
(Rolivo1950@hotmail.com). The Zoom link is as
follows: 2 Corinthians Study Link or call in at 929-2056099 with Meeting ID 859 8273 1434 and Passcode:
761142. All are welcome.
Online Giving!
We can now support the mission and ministry of Vincent
Church through online giving through Vanco! This can
be done by using this link: Vincent Church Online
Giving , by visiting the church website and clicking
“Online Donation,” or by downloading the “GivePlus”
app from the Apple App Store (iPhone) or the Google
Play Store (Android). The Vanco service is highly
secure, supporting online giving to over 20,000 churches
and non-profits. It is nationally endorsed by the United
Methodist Church. They can process donations by credit
card (yes you can collect your rewards on this!) or by
electronic payment from a bank account. You can also
setup recurring giving so it would be a one-time
setup. We would appreciate your consideration of
opting to cover the small fee for the
transactions. Collectively, the fees will add up to lost
income for the church. Your online donation, plus the
coverage of the fee, will be on your year-end giving
statement and will all be tax deductible. May this be one
way that we offer ourselves to the work of the Lord
through Vincent Church.
Stewardship Campaign Reminder
Many members and friends of our congregation received
information about our 2021 Stewardship Program:
“Greater Than.” We thank those of you who have
returned your Estimates of Giving Cards to the church or
emailed it to our Financial Secretary Rich Baumann. If
you intend to and haven’t done so yet, we ask you
prayerfully do so as soon as possible. Extra cards are on
the Usher’s Table or you can email it to Rich at
force5@verizon.net. We have received so many
blessings from the Lord. May our hearts overflow with
gratitude in supporting the Lord’s work through our
Vincent United Methodist Church.
Community Care Kitchen – ON HIATUS
The Community Care Kitchen program
is suspended through at least April 30,
out of concern and care for our guests and our
workers. Prayers for all!

United Methodist Relay Info
As we begin a new year and new officers take their
positions, the list of people who automatically receive
the United Methodist Relay changes. The Relay is the
monthly newspaper that reports on the work of our
church in New Jersey and beyond. Certain church
leaders receive a free subscription. Others can subscribe
for $10 per year by going to www.gnjumc.org/the-relay.
It is certainly worth the price to read how extensive a
ministry we are a part of as United Methodists in New
Jersey!

2021 Altar Flowers
To help beautify our altar for our Sunday worship
services, members and friends are invited to donate a
flower arrangement in honor or in memory of someone,
or to the glory of God. Following the service, they can
be picked up or they can be delivered to someone who is
ill or homebound. To reserve a date, contact our Flower
Coordinator Cathie Tedesco (973-751-2749 or
cathietedesco1@verizon.net). The cost of the altar
arrangement is $30.00 and may be paid by check made
out to VUMC and sent or dropped by the church office.

New Member Class
We will be preparing to receive new members in
February. Information will go out in mid-January to a
number of people we think might be interested in joining
our church. An orientation class will be held on Zoom
on Tuesday, January 26 at 7 p.m. If you are interested
and want to receive the information, contact Rev. Dave.

Parish News
Baptism
Abia Sarai Exil-Chery, infant daughter of Sundia Exil
and Joseph Chery, was baptized at church by Rev.
LeDuc on December 6. May the Lord bless Abia and
her family all their days.

Digital Carillon Installed
A Digital Carillon System was installed at the church on
December 2 in memory of Jack Green. The carillon will
play the Westminster chimes on the quarter hour, strike
the hour, and play a hymn shortly after the
hour. Currently, it is playing Christmas carols with
other seasonal selections available. We can also record
additional hymns to be used. We will dedicate the
carillon when a suitable time can be arranged in the
future. We thank the Green family for this lovely and
enduring gift that will peal out the Good News of Jesus
Christ to our community for decades to come!
Stock Donations Welcome
Vincent Church has an account with TD
Ameritrade. Anyone who might like to explore or
donate stocks to the church, receiving the appropriate tax
benefits, should contact our church Financial Secretary
Rich Baumann at force5@verizon.net.
Church Office Open with Limited Access
The Church Office is open with limited access. The
church front door will remain locked. Visitors are asked
to ring the doorbell and speak with the Office
Administrator by intercom. Items might be dropped off,
but to protect the staff, only limited situations will be
admitted. Church Office business is highly encouraged
to be conducted by phone or email. You can contact
Martha Canova in the Church Office at
mcanova.vumc@verizon.net or 973-667-5440 from
Monday to Friday from 10-1.
We are in this TOGETHER –
Even if we are not together.
We can do all things
through Christ who strengthens us!

Funeral
Marie Ciccone, a dear member of our church, went home
to the Lord on November 28. We held a funeral service
for her in our Vincent Church Memorial Garden on
Sunday, December 12, with Rev. LeDuc officiating.
Our Vincent Church family is to be commended for how
we embraced Marie and continued to care for her. May
the Lord bless us for our ministry to those in need.
THANK YOU
Dear Rev. David LeDuc and Vincent UMC,
On behalf of Family Promise of Essex County,
Inc., I would like to thank you for your gift of $250. We
are particularly grateful knowing that you care about the
plight of families experiencing homelessness in our
community. Because of your generosity we are able to
provide safe and hospitable shelter, case management,
and rental assistance.
Jackie Baillargeon, Interim Executive Director
Dear Rev. LeDuc and Vincent United Methodist Church,
On behalf of Nutley Family Service Bureau and
for all the individuals we serve, I’m writing to thank you
for your generous Annual Appeal 2020 donation of
$65.00. Your gift is meaningful as it will help us
continue to provide essential services to the Nutley
community during these challenging times associated
with the Covid-19 pandemic. Thank you.
Katherine Carmichael, Executive Director
DEADLINE FOR FEBRUARY VINCENT VOICE
Articles for the February Vincent Voice will be due on
Friday, January 15, 2021. Articles should be e-mailed
directly to the church office,, vincentumc@verizon.net,
or mail or drop off at the church office or fax them to
973-667-8765. Emailed copies are preferred

In Prayer…
Church Family and Friends Prayer Concerns
• John Olsen is recovering from pituitary surgery.
• Walter Koroluk is recovering well from a stroke.
• Pat Green is recovering from hip surgery at Alaris.
• Dianna Spangenberg is having chemotherapy.
• Chris Mastakas is having more chemotherapy
• Sue Brogan will have meniscus surgery on 1/7.
• Those suffering from the Coronavirus.
• Those engaged in the struggle against racism.
• The men and women in law enforcement.
Let us keep these and all those on our prayer list
wrapped in our prayers.
PRAYER LIST
Church Family and Friends
Pat Green, Tom Olivo, Diane Schmolze, Chris Mastakas,
Diana Spangenberg, Evelyn Hosking, Faith Young, Hazel
Purvis, John Olsen, Pam Damiano, Stephen Spangenberg,
Nan
Hawkins, Paul De
Kovessey,
Sharon
Lautenbacher, Al Crawford, Rev. Judy Anne White,
Lucille Kirk-Lopez, Adele Mangano, Antonio
Concepcion, Tom Tress, Jr., Diana Maksymowicz,
Amanda Rivera, Andy Fusco, Marilyn Perhacs, Butch
Buset, Steven Gennarelli, Lisa Diehl, Joana Conrad, Ruth
Fucetola, Rita Padilla, Bill French, Gail Carson, Michael
Tuner, Rev. Julie Yarborough, Tom Tress, Sr., Kaylee
Sejour, Michael Moran, Chuck Fergie, Rev. Ginny
Hubbard, Alessio Tirico, Carol Brinkley, Brittany & Chaz
M., Rev. Nova Villa Vitug Thomas, Linda Reda, Lucy
Reda, Theresa Baldino, Gaddy, infant baby – Abia ExilChery, Barbara Mueller, Wayne Johnson, Family of John
Valeo, Marie & Phil Centurian & Family, Evelyn R,
Family of Bishop Hae-Jong Kim, Family of Jack Suffren,
Jack McNiff, Diego, David Maichuk, Keith Baker, Dylan
Loehner, Family of Jesus Balmes, Walter Koroluk,
Shannon Rawcliffe, Lynn Caterson, Friends of Marie
Ciccone, Shirley Johnson, Cheri Walker, Claire Volpitta,
John Bowie, Jennifer Thomas, Amy Houtenville Rojas,
Don Hughes, Dennis Thibaudeau, Family of Linda
O’Conner, Baby Penelope Grimm, Kim Walker, Khanh
Whiteman, Family of Mabel Smith, Regina Langan,
Family of Greg Philpott
In the Military
Justin Bakal, Matthew Basile, Aaron Cameron, Michael
Nocera, Jonathan Raia, Christine Spafford, Eric Dietrich,
Eric Oberndorf, R. T. Morgan, Dennis Kirk, Jarred
Young, Antone Leonard, Joseph Craige, Austin Tooney,
Justin Fonyi, Lt. Matthew McDonald, Kenneth Bratten,
Zack Hickey, our Veterans

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
2
Rich Scardaville
4
Jon Shepard
6
Katherine Blair
7
Bob Greengrove
Nilesh Phillips
9
Sydney Bello
Diane Darnell
Jeff Smith
10
Pam Alfano
12
Ripley Ballou
Colleen Kingston
15
Hazel Purvis
16
Allyson Lin
17
Rick Townsend
20
Russell Ballou
Lonnie Turnipseed
22
Gale Rauschenberger
23
Walter Beresford
24
Samantha Bitten
28
Stanley Gavigan
29
Jennifer Higgins
30
Nick Groeger
31
Kyle Contractor
JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
6
Bryan & Tara Murphy
Upcoming Events
2/7
Souper Bowl Sunday
2/17
Ash Wednesday Service (7:30)
2/21
First Sunday in Lent
3/14
3/21
3/28

Girl Scout Sunday
Boy Scout Sunday
Palm Sunday


CHURCH STAFF
Ministers: All Members of the Congregation
Pastor: The Rev. David LeDuc
Prayer Minister: The Rev. John Benitez
Pastoral Assistant: Winthrop Shin
Music Director: Tricia Blanchard
Office Administrator: Marty Canova
Sexton: Scott Dziura
Missionary: Kabaka Ndala Alphonsine

